
The co-organizers of the Iowa conference 

(The University of Iowa, Binghamton Univer-

sity, Baldwin-Wallace College, and Portland 

State University), with strong support from 

ACE, established a national CLAC Consortium, 

which developed more fully at the Portland 

State University conference. 

The Consortium (comprised of the original 

group of four now joined by Drake University, 

University of Minnesota, UNC-Chapel Hill, the 

University of Richmond, Skidmore College, 

Wittenberg College, and Colorado College, 

disseminate information about the CLAC mis-

sion and philosophy, as well as highlight best 

practices at www.clacconsortium.org. 

Members are also committed to promoting 

the goals of CLAC and supporting fellow practi-

tioners by hosting national conferences, in-

cluding CLAC 2008 at UNC-Chapel Hill and 2009 

at Baldwin-Wallace College. Future Consortium 

projects may include the pursuit of collabora-

tive grants, the development and publication 

of CLAC teaching materials and resources, and 

the establishment of a mentor network in sup-

port of new and nascent CLAC programs.  
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Cultures and Languages Across the 

Curriculum (CLAC) builds upon 

this basic idea: Knowledge exists 

within and is shaped by culture and, 

therefore, just as materials in many 

languages can and should be incor-

porated into all parts of the curricu-

lum, intercultural perspectives can 

and should inform the teaching of 

academic content in many curricular 

contexts.  The program works closely 

with the longstanding Languages 

Across the Curriculum (LAC), striv-

ing to make translingual and 

transcultural competence a reality 

for all students, not simply for those 

who major in a foreign language or 

participate in immersive study 

abroad programs.  CLAC engages 

languages (and intercultural perspec-

tives) to achieve a better and more 

multi-faceted understanding of con-

tent.  It focuses less on bringing dis-

ciplinary content or culture into the 

language classroom than on assimi-

lating languages and cultures into 

instruction and research across a 

wide range of disciplinary and inter-

disciplinary contexts. 

 

What is CLAC? 

In practice, CLAC may include but is not limited 

to: 

• Linked language and content courses or courses 

with specially designed language modules 

• Co-taught courses in which content is infused 

with an international perspective 

• Large lecture courses with break out or discus-

sion sessions that are conducted in and include 

the use of materials in a variety of languages 

• Study abroad programs that actively and reflec-

tively link together linguistic and cultural ex-

periences from the classroom to social life. 

CLAC can take many forms, depending on specific 

content and curricular goals within a discipline. 

Among areas of interest to CLAC educators are:  

• Alternative models of education that foster the 

acquisition of cross-cultural competences 

• Frameworks that serve to build connections 

between comparative literature, cultural studies and 

area studies 

• K-16 articulation models 

• Content-based language instruction and the 

development of new content-based foreign language 

textbooks and discipline-specific learning materials 

and technology 

• Study abroad including programs focused on 

professional studies 

• Heritage learner programs 

 

Join CLAC 

 

What does CLAC 

look like? 

Institutional members may include: institu-

tions of higher education, primary & secondary 

education, educational non-profit orgs, interna-

tional education providers. Institutional members 

are not required to have a formal CLAC program on 

their campus.  

Individual members represent those who sup-

port the basic goals of CLAC (i.e. international 

education professionals, higher education faculty 

and staff, graduate and undergraduate students, 

k-12 educators, policy maker, representatives of 

governmental and non-governmental organiza-

tions, business professionals, etc.) 
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